
 

 

Keweenaw County Planning Commission  
Minutes Regular Meeting 

June 30, 2025 

Meeting called to order at 4:00 by Chair Parsons 

 Roll Call:  John Parsons: present Bob Pokorski: present 
 Steven Siira: present  Harvey Desnick: present 
 Bob DeMarois: present Don Simila: present 
 Margaret Kirby: present Susan Hockings, ZA: present 
 

All members present and the meeting was appropriately posted.  

Pledge of Allegiance  

Introduction of newly appointed member Margaret Lowey Kirby. 

Approve Agenda: M/Simila S/Pokorski to approve the agenda: Motion unanimously carried. 

Approve Minutes of January 27, 2025 regular meeting: M/Simila S/Pokorski to approve minutes 
without amendments. Yes:6 Nay: 1 Motion carried. 

Approve Minutes of May 27, 2025 regular meeting: M/Pokorski S/Desnick to approve without 
amendments. Motion unanimously carried. 

Approve Minutes of June 16, 2025 special meeting (Master Plan Kickoff): M/Simila S/DeMarois to 
approve without amendments. Motion unanimously carried. 

Guests: none 

Public Comment: D. Shelonzek asked about Zoom as an option for meetings, and rather than 
technical difficulties as explained in the past, stated the Planning Commission chooses not to 
zoom. 

Zoning Administrator report/Hockings: 2 new rezoning requests have come in, one of which is on 
the agenda today. Building and zoning permits have increased over the last month. 

County Board update/DeMarois: Most recent activity is the FOIA request for information 
concerning the two deaths on Isle Royale. The BOC is also finalizing security updates planned for 
the courthouse offices. 

ZBA Report/Desnick: No report as the ZBA meeting was canceled. The next scheduled ZBA 
meeting is set for October 6, 2025 at 1:00. 

New business: 

1. A new Rezoning application was presented to the Planning Commission by the ZA. The 
request from Russ Bjorn is a Map Rezoning request without conditions from the 



 

 

applicant, asking that his recently purchased 40 acre parcel be rezoned from 
Conservation (CEP) and Manufacturing (M2) to Agriculture (AG). After discussion, the 
application was accepted by the planning commission as complete. M/Pokorski, 
S/Parsons to accept the application. Motion unanimously carried.  
M/Desnick S/DeMarois to set a Public Hearing date for this applicant for August 11, 
2025 at 4:00. Motion unanimously carried. 

2. Chair Parsons requested a volunteer from the Planning Commission interested in 
working on a subcommittee with him concerning Short Term Rentals. Kirby 
volunteered. M/Pokorski, S/Simila to form an STR Subcommittee of members Parsons 
and Kirby. Motion unanimously carried. 

Old business: 

1. Pokorski gave an update on progress of the Master Plan Committee. (see attached) 
Discussion of survey questions review by the subcommittee, and scheduling 
concerns regarding preparation and mailing of the survey to all property owners in 
Keweenaw County. Anticipate that township meetings be scheduled and completed 
by late August early September. M/Pokorski, S/Kirby to accept the 3rd draft of Survey 
with proposed changes and additions as final. Motion unanimously carried. 

2. Bylaws Subcommittee report from Simila and DeMarois with a request to the ZA for a 
word document copy of the Eagle Harbor Township bylaws and the KC Planning 
Commission bylaws. ZA agreed to provide those to the subcommittee. 

Public Comments: D. Shelonzek commented on the Planning Commission meeting times are not 
considerate for working people; she was happy to see a Rezoning request being accepted and 
time constraints for any investigation needed considered before scheduling; and questioned the 
number of planning commission members attending each township meeting for the survey.  

J. Kern stated survey questions should be prepared by a professional as opposed to 
subcommittee members since a professional consultant is available. 

Final Comments: Pokorski had two final comments: 1. The Master Plan survey questions were 
produced by the PC consultant, Pat Coleman, and that subcommittee meetings included Mr. 
Coleman in the development, therefore the survey was developed by an expert.  2. That surveys 
will be available (including paper copies) which PC members can assist with at township 
meetings, and there will be instructions on the mailed postcards on where surveys would be 
available. Parsons clarified that one or possibly two PC members will attend each township 
meeting.   

Next meeting dates: Public Hearing is scheduled for July 14th, 2025 at 4:00pm, and the next 
regular meeting of the PC is July 28th 2025 @ 4:00pm.  

M/Pokorski S/DeMarois to adjourn at 4:47pm. Motion unanimously carried. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


