
Keweenaw County  
Zoning Board of Appeals Staff Report 

November 9, 2020 
2020-VAR-05 

42-501-20-000-002 
 

Meeting Date: 1:30 December 1, 2020 
 
Subject:  Article 5, Schedule B Dimensions Requirement for RRB, Setback from the Ordinary High-Water 
Mark.  
 
Attachments: 
 Application Package 
 Site Plan 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Property Owner Petitioner  
Edward and Janet Burger 
 
Requested Action and Purpose 
To request a variance to the setback of the OHWM of 75’, to construct a 13’ x 20’ sunroom attached to the 
house and deck. 
 
Location and Existing Zoning 
1148 Potato Patch Road is West of the Gay Lac La Belle Road and is North of the thread of the river. This 
parcel and neighboring parcels are all zoned RRB.   
 
Size and Existing Land Use 
The 77-acre parcel has the thread of the tobacco river along the far Southwest boundary.  The Burgers have 
made their home here for the last six years. 
 
Surrounding Land Use and Zoning 
North – RRB 
South – RRB  
East –  RRB 
West – RRB 
 
Applicable Regulations 
Article 5 table 5-3, Schedule B Dimensions Requirement for RRB, Setback from the Ordinary High-Water Mark.  
 
 
Water Frontage 
Approximately 600’ feet of frontage on the Tobacco River. 
 
Physical Characteristics 
Nice, wooded lot, home constructed between 2002 & 2007. Garage constructed in 2008 and Variance request 
for a dining room and porch, granted in 2012. 
 
Summary 
Burgers purchased the house and land in 2007.  When the house was constructed the setback was fifty (50’) to 
the edge of a lake, river, or stream: however, in special type developments where high banks border lakes or 
waterways, dwellings may be closer if the soil structure lends itself to load bearing and the type of construction 
is engineered for such sites.. In 2012 a variance was requested and granted for the addition of a dining room 
and deck on the opposite side of the house.    
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